
 

October 2021 Award Winners 
 
Nominee: Robin Ackman, Registrar, Records 
Nominator: Dr. Joel Dykstra, Dean of English and Humanities 
 
Robin provided assistance and advice for scheduling issues and student records concerns over 
the summer when the administrative assistant for English and Humanities was on leave.  
 
Nominee: Robin Ackman, Registrar, Records 
Nominator: Claire Heffron-Mckinney, Student Success Coach 
 
Robin recently went above and beyond to help 2 students I was working with. I appreciate 
Robin's dedication to students and her willingness to help. Thanks for all you do, Robin!  
 
Nominee: Mack Alexander, Building Custodian, Facilities Services 
Nominator: Anonymous 
 
Mack always goes above and beyond to make sure our areas are clean, tidy and safe. From 
sanitizing surfaces, dusting and even wiping off our monitor screens, his hard work and friendly 
demeanor are very much appreciated!  
 
Nominee: Holly Bauman, Agriculture Program Specialist, Natural and Agricultural 
Sciences 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
A big thanks to Holly for assisting with the agriculture session during the Career Launch 
program. Career Launch is a long-standing partnership with the Boys & Girls Club of Central 
Illinois where teens are introduced to a variety of careers and career exploration activities during 
the 8-week camp. I appreciate Holly taking time out of her summer schedule to be part of this 
very important program.  
 
Nominee: Alex Berry, Director, Student Success 
Nominator: Nikki Baker, Adjunct Instructor 
 
When Alex's name is on my task list, I smile because I know when I contact him I will get a 
complete answer to my question, solid support and dependable follow-through, and an 
opportunity to smile or laugh. He takes the responsibilities with which he is entrusted seriously 
and makes the process enjoyable. Delightful.  
  



Nominee: Lori Badgley, Adjunct Instructor, Health Professions 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
Thank you for your assistance with the annual Career Launch program, a partnership between 
LLCC and the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois. The teen participants have the opportunity to 
explore numerous career pathways during the 8-week program. I appreciate your support of the 
program and providing invaluable opportunities for these young adults to engage in career 
exploration opportunities! Thank you for going above and beyond the call of duty!  
 
Nominee: Andrew Blaylock, Director, Campus Services 
Nominator: Carley Young, Student Success Coach 
 
First off, KUDOS to the whole Bookstore staff for assisting so many students with orders in 
August! Andrew went above and beyond to assist a student of mine with receiving her access 
code for a book she needed while he was right in the middle of another project. Your assistance 
was greatly appreciated. Thank you, Andrew!  
 
Nominee: Ira Bradley, Building Custodian, Facilities Services 
Nominator: Janelle Murphy, Program Director, Radiography 
 
I was so thankful to Ira when the radiography classroom needed an “immediate” carpet 
cleaning. He stepped right up and said he'd make it happen! And he did! Ira Bradley definitely 
deserves a KUDOS for this kind act as well as everything else he does to help make our 
campus wonderful!  
 
Nominee: Dr. Victor Broderick, Dean of Social Sciences and Business 
Nominator: Anonymous 
 
Thank you so very much for keeping the department afloat, especially during these difficult 
times. Thank you for always advocating for us, and for always being so understanding of 
everyone's needs. You are a great boss and an amazing leader, and we are very lucky to have 
you here.  
 
Nominee: DaRon Brown, Student Success Coach, Student Success 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
Ron was sucked into Career Launch to serve as the "keynote" speaker for the Career Launch 
"Power of Networking" wrap up session. I appreciate him rolling up his sleeves and jumping in! 
His personal story is powerful and one that is very relatable to the Career Launch teens.  
 
Nominee: Mackenzie Bryant, Program Assistant, Student Success 
Nominator: Amy Flynn, Public Relations and Marketing Assistant 
 
Mackenzie went above and beyond during Welcome Week by covering multiple shifts as a 
greeter. She helped several students find their classes and did so with a smile and warm 
welcome. I greatly appreciate her assistance and kindness to students and others during a busy 
week welcoming everyone to the fall semester!  
 
  



Nominee: Dean Butzow, Professor of Geography, Natural and Agricultural Sciences 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
A big thanks to Dean for assisting with the GIS session during the Career Launch program. 
Career Launch is a long-standing partnership with the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois where 
teens are introduced to a variety of careers and career exploration activities during the 8-week 
camp. I appreciate Dean taking time out of his summer schedule to be part of this very 
important program.  
 
Nominee: Nichole Coffey, Student Accounts Manager, Finance 
Nominator: Alison Mills, Director, Financial Aid 
 
Nichole assisted a student in need by manually issuing her Higher Education Emergency funds. 
The student had made a special trip to campus to pick up some items, and Nichole was able to 
print her check so the student could pick that up as well. I appreciate Nichole's assistance with 
this student and her willingness to go above and beyond for our students.  
 
Nominee: Lyndsey Craigmiles-Brooks, Administrative Assistant, LLCC-Medical District 
Nominator: Amy Flynn, Public Relations and Marketing Assistant 
 
Lyndsey covered multiple shifts on the busiest day of Welcome Week without hesitation. She 
greeted students with a warm, friendly smile and had an upbeat "hi there," and escorted several 
students to their class. Her assistance was greatly appreciated and helped students get a great 
start to the fall semester!  
 
Nominee: Rey DeCastro, Adjunct Instructor, Natural and Agricultural Sciences 
Nominator: Dean Butzow, Professor of Geography 
 
I want to thank Rey de Castro for helping lead the GIS workshop we gave to the Frontiers 
International students. Rey gave a great demo of a drone which was enjoyed by the students. 
Thanks for your time Rey!  
 
Nominee: Gailyn Draper, Assistant to the Vice President, Student Services 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
Gailyn went above and beyond while supporting the Career Launch summer program with the 
Boys & Girls Club. I appreciate her patience, creativity and sense of humor in dealing with all 
the last minute "little stuff" to prepare for the Career Launch Wrap-Up Session.  
 
Nominee: Dr. Joel Dykstra, Dean of English and Humanities 
Nominator: Anonymous 
 
Dr. Dykstra devoted a significant amount of time and energy this past year to leading the Writing 
Center and its staff through a long overdue program review. His investment in this project and in 
the Writing Center as a whole is greatly appreciated.  
 
  



Nominee: Tiffany Elliott, Writing Center Specialist, English and Humanities 
Nominator: Laurenn York, Instructor, English 
 
With little notice, Tiffany taught my English 101 class on the FIRST day of the semester after 
learning that I was unable to due to a COVID concern. While stepping in for a colleague is 
always appreciated, Tiffany went well beyond this. She was the first face to welcome my 
students, and she ensured their learning progressed by covering the planned curriculum. She's 
a phenomenal educator who made sure my students returned to campus with a sense of 
normalcy.  
 
Nominee: Nick Ferreira, Program Director, Emergency Services and Health 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
Thank you for your assistance with the annual Career Launch program, a partnership between 
LLCC and the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois. The teen participants have the opportunity to 
explore numerous career pathways during the 8-week program. I appreciate your support of the 
program and providing invaluable opportunities for these young adults to engage in career 
exploration opportunities! Thank you for going above and beyond the call of duty!  
 
Nominee: Adrienne Frazier, Education Services Representative, LLCC-Litchfield 
Nominator: Jessie Blackburn, Director, LLCC-Litchfield 
 
Adrienne has gone above and beyond in her responsibilities and dedication to the Litchfield 
center, our students, and community recently in her flexibility while our front desk was being 
renovated, and willingness to work extra to accommodate for bookstore services, community 
events and now COVID testing on site. She is a true team player, and I appreciate her very 
much!  
 
Nominee: Leigh Giles-Brown, Program Director, Diagnostic Medical Sonography, Health 
Professions 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
Thank you for your assistance with the annual Career Launch program, a partnership between 
LLCC and the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois. The teen participants have the opportunity to 
explore numerous career pathways during the 8-week program. I appreciate your support of the 
program and providing invaluable opportunities for these young adults to engage in career 
exploration opportunities! Thank you for going above and beyond the call of duty!  
 
Nominee: Brooke Greenwood, Nursing Skills Lab Professional, Health Professions 
Nominator: Joi Kazenski, Professor of Nursing 
 
Brooke has been very helpful in nursing simulation lab. She has caught on fast in her new role. 
Each week she is organized, positive and a team player.  
 
  



Nominee: Bill Harmon, Professor of Agronomy, Natural and Agricultural Sciences 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
A big thanks to Bill for assisting with the agriculture session during the Career Launch program. 
Career Launch is a long-standing partnership with the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois where 
teens are introduced to a variety of careers and career exploration activities during the 8-week 
camp. I appreciate Bill taking time out of his summer schedule to be part of this very important 
program.  
 
Nominee: Claire Heffron-McKinney, Student Success Coach, Student Success 
Nominator: Alison Mills, Director, Financial Aid 
 
Claire assisted a student in need with the completion of the application for Foundation 
Emergency funds and obtained some food items and food assistance from the LLCC food 
pantry for the student. Claire even purchased some cleaning and toiletry items for the student 
using her own money. I appreciate her assistance and her willingness to go above and beyond 
for our students.  
 
Nominee: Casey Hoenes, Assistant Professor of Nursing, Health Professions 
Nominator: Dr. Sonja Spencer, Associate Dean of Nursing 
 
Casey goes above and beyond to help out his colleagues and his students. He was recently 
praised by nurses at the hospital for respect and patience he displays to his students while in 
clinical. He has also been asked last-minute to cover clinical shifts and has graciously accepted. 
Casey is a great asset to our nursing program, and I am so happy he's a part of the team!  
 
Nominee: Cathy Huffman, Career Coach, Student Services 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
I appreciate Cathy's ideas and energy in working with the Career Launch program this summer. 
She went above and beyond the call of duty to support our planning efforts to make Career 
Launch a big success this summer!  
 
Nominee: Kathleen Jacoby, Police Officer, LLCCPD 
Nominator: Mary Goldstein, Professor of Nursing 
 
I had a student trip and spill her drink at the LLCC Medical District. Kathleen stayed with the 
student to be sure she was okay, then purchased another drink for the student! She went above 
and beyond to make one of our students feel better.  
 
Nominee: Leslie Johnson, Assistant Vice President, Student Success 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President, Student Services 
 
I very much appreciate Leslie for her troubleshooting ability. She had to jump in several times 
this summer to assist with the Career Launch program with little or no notice. Leslie's can-do 
attitude, problem solving and "stick-to-it-ness" were key to helping the Career Launch Program 
be successful this summer.  
 
  



Nominee: Nina Koch, Records Specialist, Records 
Nominator: Dr. Joel Dykstra, Dean of English and Humanities 
 
Nina provided assistance and advice for many schedule changes over the summer in English 
and Humanities while the Administrative Assistant was out on leave.  
 
Nominee: Diane Liesen, Program Director, Neurodiagnostic Technology, Health 
Professions 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
Thank you for your assistance with the annual Career Launch program, a partnership between 
LLCC and the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois. The teen participants have the opportunity to 
explore numerous career pathways during the 8-week program. I appreciate your support of the 
program and providing invaluable opportunities for these young adults to engage in career 
exploration opportunities! Thank you for going above and beyond the call of duty!  
 
Nominee: LLCC Building Custodians, Facilities Services 
Nominator: LLCC Human Resources 
 
The Human Resources office would like to thank Mack Alexander, Dan Jett and the rest of the 
building custodians at LLCC for keeping our offices sanitized and safe. Mack and Dan can be 
found wiping down surfaces, cleaning door handles and just over all making LLCC a safe 
working environment for staff, faculty and students every single day. We are extremely thankful 
for your hard work and commitment to making LLCC a safe working environment. HR 
appreciates all you do!  
 
Nominee: LLCC-Jacksonville Staff 
Nominator: Keri Mason, Director, LLCC-Jacksonville 
 
Thanks to the entire LLCC-Jacksonville staff for their help getting ready for the Board of 
Trustees meeting. Rick and Jennifer — thank you so much for all of your work getting the room 
set up perfectly. Jennifer – thank you for being such a great tour guide. Katie, Sue, Jennifer, 
Scott and Lori — thank you for staying for the reception. You guys are the greatest!  
 
Nominee: Brenda Loschen, Administrative Assistant to the Dean, Arts and 
Communication 
Nominator: Nikki Baker, Adjunct Instructor 
 
Brenda juggles so many tasks and responds to inquiries as if your question was the one she 
was waiting for. In routine emails, she uses language that recognizes and connects with the 
person on the receiving end. Brenda answers questions thoroughly. Recently, when I asked 
about a process to support a class, she answered the question, anticipated the next steps, and 
proactively handled the process. I can always anticipate a smile and an answer.  
 
  



Nominee: Paula Luebbert, Assistant Vice President of Corporate/Government Training 
and Economic Development, LLCC-Medical District 
Nominator: Mary Goldstein, Professor of Nursing 
 
I had a student trip at the LLCC Medical District and drop her belongings/spill her drink. Paula 
was so kind, offering to help the student in any way possible. She also followed up with me later 
to be sure that the student was OK.  
 
Nominee: Christine Marietta, Administrative Assistant, LLCC-Litchfield 
Nominator: Jessie Blackburn, Director, LLCC-Litchfield 
 
Christine has gone above and beyond in her dedication to the Litchfield center and our students 
and community recently in her flexibility while our front desk was being renovated and work 
schedule changes that were made to accommodate for bookstore services, community events, 
and now COVID testing on site. She is a true leader for our team in all that we do, and I 
appreciate her so much!  
 
Nominee: Clayton Mason, Data Warehouse Analyst, Institutional Research & 
Effectiveness 
Nominator: Leslie Johnson, Assistant Vice President of Student Success 
 
Clayton has been working on reports to help identify students who are vaccinated or choosing to 
be tested weekly. He has done a great job listening to what information is available and finding 
resourceful ways to build us reports. Clayton has also pivoted when a last-minute change to a 
report is needed. He even volunteered to help us with a report while on his vacation. Kudos to 
Clayton for going above and beyond on this project! Thank you!  
 
Nominee: Jennifer Meyer, Education Services Representative, LLCC-Jacksonville 
Nominator: Nikki Baker, Adjunct Instructor 
 
Jennifer is welcoming to all who enter the Jacksonville location. She is a wealth of information 
and willingly shares it to help instructors and students. She answers questions fully and offers 
related information. She juggles a number of tasks and still offers assistance to help. It feels 
great to have a person who will answer or direct you to an answer you can depend on. I know if 
I ask Jennifer, I will get the answer I need.  
 
Nominee: Rebecca Miller, Associate Professor of Psychology, Social Sciences and 
Business 
Nominator: Anonymous 
 
Thank you for everything you do for our department and school! Your hard work is truly 
appreciated. Thank you!  
 
  



Nominee: Tisha Miller, Enrollment Coordinator, LLCC-Taylorville/Litchfield 
Nominator: Jessie Blackburn, Director, LLCC-Litchfield 
 
Tisha has gone above and beyond in her dedication to the Litchfield center, our students, and 
community recently in her flexibility while our front desk was being renovated, and her 
willingness to change her schedule when needed, plus work extra hours to attend events for our 
community and local schools. She is a true team player and leader in all that she does, and I 
appreciate her so much!  
 
Nominee: Patrick Moore, Director of Concurrent Enrollment, Student Services 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
I appreciate Patrick's involvement in the Career Launch program. He was ever present at the 
many Career Launch sessions and provided positive role modeling and engagement for the 
Career Launch participants. I appreciate his ideas, creativity and energy in supporting the 
Career Launch program.  
 
Nominee: Janelle Murphy, Program Director, Radiography, Health Professions 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
Thank you for your assistance with the annual Career Launch program, a partnership between 
LLCC and the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois. The teen participants have the opportunity to 
explore numerous career pathways during the 8-week program. I appreciate your support of the 
program and providing invaluable opportunities for these young adults to engage in career 
exploration opportunities! Thank you for going above and beyond the call of duty!  
 
Nominee: Barbara Mustered, Academic Services Assistant, Academic Services 
Nominator: Dr. Joel Dykstra, Dean of English and Humanities 
 
Barbara stepped in to help with various departmental paperwork items while the Administrative 
Assistant for English and Humanities was on leave for six weeks.  
 
Nominee: Ann Neilson, Assistant Professor of Diagnostic Medical Sonography, Health 
Professions 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
Thank you for your assistance with the annual Career Launch program, a partnership between 
LLCC and the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois. The teen participants have the opportunity to 
explore numerous career pathways during the 8-week program. I appreciate your support of the 
program and providing invaluable opportunities for these young adults to engage in career 
exploration opportunities! Thank you for going above and beyond the call of duty!  
 
  



Nominee: Samuel Penning, System Administrator II, Information Technology 
Nominator: Robin Ackman, Registrar, Records 
 
Samuel always goes above and beyond when we reach out to him. Recently, we brought an 
ongoing situation to his attention, and he worked closely with staff to thoroughly understand the 
issue. He worked diligently to find the cause of the problem, kept staff updated and then 
suggested an alternative solution until the issue, which is outside of the college's control, is 
resolved. We are so thankful for Samuel and the assistance he continuously provides!  
 
Nominee: Tamie Penning, System Administrator I, Information Technology 
Nominator: Lindsey Weihmeir, Admission Specialist 
 
Tamie worked diligently with me to help get our student worker set up and off to a great start. 
We encountered some issues, but Tamie was fast and responsive to find us a solution.  
 
Nominee: Karen Riddell, Program Assistant, Adult Education and Literacy 
Nominator: Sue Alexander, Adult Education Coordinator 
 
Karen has been in the Adult Ed office for a long time and keeps us all in line! She keeps track of 
everyone's birthday and makes sure that we remember these and other important dates. She is 
always courteous and professional. If any of us newbies need to know the next step to take in a 
process of Adult Ed., she's our go-to person!  
 
Nominee: Ryan Roettgers, Building Custodian, LLCC-Litchfield 
Nominator: Jessie Blackburn, Director, LLCC-Litchfield 
 
Ryan has gone above and beyond recently in his dedication to the Litchfield center as we 
underwent several construction and building projects this summer. He was flexible in his own 
duties to help Gary move furniture, pack up and relocate items to new locations, and anything 
else extra that needed done during this time of renovation. I really appreciate his hard work and 
willingness to do whatever he can to assist in addition to his own responsibilities.  
 
Nominee: Kyle Roughan, Student Engagement Coordinator, Student Life 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
Kyle got sucked into the planning team for the Career Launch program when he began 
employment at LLCC this summer. Despite being new to LLCC and the Career Launch 
program, Kyle rolled up his sleeves and assisted with various sessions, shared ideas for the 
wrap-up session and engaged with the Career Launch participants. I appreciate his effort and 
involvement!  
 
Nominee: Kyle Roughan, Student Engagement Coordinator, Student Life 
Nominator: Claire Heffron-Mckinney, Student Success Coach 
 
Kyle is a wonderful addition to LLCC. I've only known him for a short time, but in that time, I've 
seen how willing he is to go above and beyond for our students. Thanks for all you do, Kyle!  
 
  



Nominee: Irene Siewert, Program Assistant, Center for Academic Success  
Nominator: Debra Coet, Academic Success Professional 
 
Irene is at the hub of all that we do here in the CAS. Her helpful, cheerful, accepting attitude 
sets the tone for our department. Irene's willingness to assist students is contagious. She goes 
the extra mile to help students and staff succeed in our various endeavors.  
 
Nominee: Bertha Sneyd, Program Assistant, Adult Education and Literacy 
Nominator: Sue Alexander, Adult Education Coordinator 
 
Bert always goes above and beyond to help the students, staff and teachers in the Adult Ed 
Program. She is unofficially our tech person when we need a little help and don't need to call IT. 
She is friendly and cheerful to everyone, so much so that the students know her by name! An 
added perk of working with Bert is that she also regularly provides her coworkers with coffee 
and fresh vegetables from her garden.  
 
Nominee: Tom Spears, Workforce Development Program Coordinator, Workforce 
Institute 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
A big thanks to Tom for assisting with the construction trades session during the Career Launch 
program. Career Launch is a long-standing partnership with the Boys & Girls Club of Central 
Illinois where teens are introduced to a variety of careers and career exploration activities during 
the 8-week camp. I appreciate Tom taking time out of his summer schedule to be part of this 
very important program.  
 
Nominee: Tom Spears, Workforce Development Program Coordinator, Workforce 
Institute 
Nominator: Anonymous 
 
Tom exemplifies what a community college employee should be. He is mission driven, willing to 
adapt and always looking for ways to help his students and the industry he trains them for.  
 
Nominee: Tera Spellbrink, Adjunct Faculty Employment Coordinator, Human Resources 
Nominator: Amy Williams, Assistant to the Vice President, Academic Services 
 
I wanted to give a big shout to Tera Spellbrink for offering her assistance with entering adjunct 
assignments. I have helped cover leaves of absence in several instructional departments, I am 
not savvy on adjunct hiring or payment processes. Tera's willingness to jump in and take that 
responsibility on was a great help to me and the deans that I was supporting. Thank you, Tera, 
for helping to make sure adjuncts were paid accurately and on time!  
 
Nominee: Tera Spellbrink, Adjunct Instructor Employment Coordinator, Human 
Resources 
Nominator: Dr. Joel Dykstra, Dean of English and Humanities 
 
Tera assisted English and Humanities in entering adjunct contracts for fall 2021 when our 
administrative assistant was on leave.  
  



Nominee: Dr. Sonja Spencer, Associate Dean of Health Professions 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
Thank you for your assistance with the annual Career Launch program, a partnership between 
LLCC and the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois. The teen participants have the opportunity to 
explore numerous career pathways during the 8-week program. I appreciate your support of the 
program and providing invaluable opportunities for these young adults to engage in career 
exploration opportunities! Thank you for going above and beyond the call of duty!  
 
Nominee: Jan Szoke, Program Director, Respiratory Care, Health Professions 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
Thank you for your assistance with the annual Career Launch program, a partnership between 
LLCC and the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois. The teen participants have the opportunity to 
explore numerous career pathways during the 8-week program. I appreciate your support of the 
program and providing invaluable opportunities for these young adults to engage in career 
exploration opportunities! Thank you for going above and beyond the call of duty!  
 
Nominee: Aidan Tierney, Instructor, Welding, Workforce Institute 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
A big thanks to Aiden for assisting with the welding session during the Career Launch program. 
Career Launch is a long-standing partnership with the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois where 
teens are introduced to a variety of careers and career exploration activities during the eight-
week camp. I appreciate Aiden taking time out of his summer schedule to be part of this very 
important program.  
 
Nominee: Dr. Anastasia Till, Professor of Nursing, Health Professions 
Nominator: Dr. Sonja Spencer, Associate Dean of Nursing 
 
Ana is a team player, an excellent instructor and a great example for our students. I want her to 
know that I appreciate all that she does.  
 
Nominee: Chris Tople, Program Director, Surgical Technology, Health Professions 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
Thank you for your assistance with the annual Career Launch program, a partnership between 
LLCC and the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois. The teen participants have the opportunity to 
explore numerous career pathways during the 8-week program. I appreciate your support of the 
program and providing invaluable opportunities for these young adults to engage in career 
exploration opportunities! Thank you for going above and beyond the call of duty!  
 
Nominee: Natasha Trame, Professor of Psychology, Social Sciences and Business 
Nominator: Anonymous 
 
Thank you very much for being such a great teacher and coworker. Your hard work is very 
much appreciated. Thank you!  
 
  



Nominee: Tara Walk, Professor of Criminal Justice, Social Sciences and Business 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
A big thanks to Tara for assisting with the criminal justice session during the Career Launch 
program. Career Launch is a long-standing partnership with the Boys & Girls Club of Central 
Illinois where teens are introduced to a variety of careers and career exploration activities during 
the 8-week camp. I appreciate Tara taking time out of her summer schedule to be part of this 
very important program.  
 
Nominee: Mac Warren, Assistant Director, Recruitment and Response, Public Relations 
and Marketing 
Nominator: Dean Butzow, Professor of Geography 
 
I want to thank Mac Warren for coming to LLCC on Saturday, Sept. 18 to give a tour of the 
Workforce Institute building to the Frontiers International students after our GIS workshop. 
Thanks, Mac for your time and awesome tour!  
 
Nominee: Gary Wendt, General Maintenance Technician, LLCC-Litchfield 
Nominator: Jessie Blackburn, Director, LLCC-Litchfield 
 
Gary has gone above and beyond recently in his leadership and dedication to the Litchfield 
center as we underwent several construction and building projects this summer. He was flexible 
in his own duties to help outside contractors as they came on campus, and was well organized 
in keeping up to date with the ever-changing timelines of completion. His knowledge and 
expertise are endless, and I appreciate him so much!  
 
Nominee: Amy Williams, Assistant to the Vice President, Academic Services 
Nominator: Dr. Joel Dykstra, Dean of English and Humanities 
 
Amy stepped in to help with paperwork while the administrative assistant for English and 
Humanities was out on leave. She was especially helpful in processing fall contracts.  
 
Nominee: Marina Wirsing, Career Coach, Student Services 
Nominator: Dr. Lesley Frederick, Vice President of Student Services 
 
I appreciate Marina's creativeness and enthusiasm in working with the Career Launch program 
this summer. Marina went above and beyond the call of duty to support our planning efforts to 
make Career Launch a big success this summer!  
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